Metastatic basal cell carcinoma: review of the literature and report of three cases.
Basal cell carcinoma is the most common type of malignant cutaneous neoplasm found in man. Rarely, however, is it life-threatening or does it metastasize. A review of the literature revealed 138 cases of metastatic basal cell carcinoma. We describe 3 additional patients with metastatic basal cell carcinoma who were treated at the Mayo Clinic during the past ten years. Patients with metatypical carcinoma (basosquamous) were excluded. All metastatic lesions were to regional lymph nodes, and two patients died of their disease. It is important to recognize this rare but lethal condition.